
2024-2025 HS Course Description

Handbook

Updated Febrse







AP Environmental Science - 1.0 SCI credit 33

AP Physics 1 - 1.0 SCI credit 33

AP Physics C: Mechanics; Electricity and Magnetism - 1.0 SCI credit 34

AP Computer Science Principles (available in G10) - 1.0 S�

AP

Physic頀退
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Stamford Vision and Mission

Vision: Inspiring students to create their unique future.

Mission: Together, we cultivate a culture of optimism, excellence, and
empowerment for everyone by developing the mind-set and skills to thrive in a

complex world.

Stamford Values

Compassion
We seek to empathize with and care for

one another, especially in difficult

circumstances. We know that the biggest

challenges may be emotional rather than

logistical, and we support each other as

a community.

Integrity
We believe it is important to
communicate with students, parents
and staff honestly and with
transparency. At times when life is
disrupted and people may be fearful,
trust is essential.

Courage
We recognize that difficult times require

us all to be courageous through actions

both big and small. This may simply be

the act of restoring a sense of calm and

normalcy throughout the community.

Ingenuity
When faced with new challenges, we

rely on our resilience, resourcefulness,

and ingenuity to solve challenges.

During crises we do not seek to try out

the latest innovation, but we find ways

to be adaptive.
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one-year, internally evaluated against assessments that ensure students have met the Common Core or

AERO standards for that subject. Students earn a Stamford grade from 1-7 that will appear on their report

card

https://www.cois.org/
https://www.acswasc.org/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/about-us/qualification-brands/btec/btec-works.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-international-level-3.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-brand/where-next-with-a-btec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-international-level-3/Marketing/BTEC_International_L3_Parent_guide.pdf


Course Planning and Graduation Requirements

Requirements for

the Stamford

Diploma



To fulfill Carnegie Units (American High School Diploma Credits) and the ICA/ IBO requirement of

minimum contact hours, students are required to be in attendance a minimum of 90% of class time,

in each subject, in order to be eligible for course credit.

Students who miss one or more credits in a semester, due to excessive absence and/or not attaining
the required passing grade, will be required to make up the credits by taking independent learning
online courses at the expense of the family. Credit-recovery courses �
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Studies in Language and Literature: English, Chinese,

Japanese, Korean, Spanish, Self-Taught
Literature

https://www.ibo.org/programmes/middle-years-programme/curriculum/language-and-literature/


world relevance of the ideas contained within the texts. Students who complete the course will be able to

demonstrate a proficiency in engaging with texts and producing thoughtful responses.

G10 Middle Years Programme

MYP Language and Literature 10 (English, Chinese, Japanese, Korean, Spanish) - 1.0 ENG or ML
credit

Prerequisites: Grade 9 Language Arts or Grade 9 MYP Language and Literature

In Language and Literature Grade 10 students move to a higher level of sophistication through an

extensive survey in fiction and non-fiction froV最
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https://www.ibo.org/programmes/middle-years-programme/curriculum/language-and-literature/
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-english-language-and-composition-course-overview.pdf


The AP English Literature and Composition course aligns to an introductory college-level literary
u

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-english-literature-and-composition-course-overview.pdf?course=ap-english-literature-and-composition
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/210f999d80644544a3b202f591ef34fc/ib-litperfbrief-en-final.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/language-and-literature/


persuasive essays.

https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/curriculum.brief-languagea.language.and.literature-eng.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/curriculum.brief-languagea.literature-eng.pdf
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This class allows students to



https://www.ibo.org/programmes/middle-years-programme/curriculum/language-acquisition/


Students in MYP Chinese Phases of Language Acquisition begin to learn the language and develop
proficiency as they interpret specific information, main ideas and some detail presented in complex oral,
visual and written language, draw conclusions and recognize implied opinions and attitudes in texts read

ion s

https://www.ibo.org/programmes/middle-years-programme/curriculum/language-acquisition/
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/middle-years-programme/curriculum/language-acquisition/
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/middle-years-programme/curriculum/language-acquisition/
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/middle-years-programme/curriculum/language-acquisition/


https://www.ibo.org/programmes/middle-years-programme/curriculum/language-acquisition/


● By application

Students in MYP Japanese Phases of Acquisition begin to learn the language and develop proficiency as
they respond to a variety of spoken and written texts. They understand specific information, main ideas
and details presented in oral, visual and written language, and demonstrate their comprehension in a
range of oral and written forms. They engage in conversation and write structured text to express their
ideas, opinions and experiences in a range of familiar and some unfamiliar situations. Depending on
their phase, students are able to understand interpersonal and cultural contexts in specific units to
develop the way they speak and write in different ways for different purposes and audiences.

MYP Language Acquisition Korean 10 - 1.0 ML credit

Prerequisites Grade 10:
● Grade 9 Language Acquisition Korean (Phases 1-3), or
● By application

Students in MYP Korean Phases of Acquisition begin to learn the language and develop proficiency as
they respond to a variety of spoken and written texts. They understand specific information, main ideas
and details presented in oral, visual and written language, and demonstrate their comprehension in a
range of oral and written forms. They engage in conversation and write structured text to express their
ideas, opinions and experiences in a range of familiar and some unfamiliar situations. Depending on
their phase, students are able to understand interpersonal and cultural contexts in specific units to
develop the way they speak and write in differentin MYP

a
and

DLᜂ蠀 ur
or� and

writ
Lᜂ蠀 r rऀ��ience.

1.0
ML

credit
1-3),

Lက
A✀ A散

1-3),

w
iingo sged

i
a

̀ he 䤀ݠ
top

t

h

ރ

c

i

o

n

v

ee

t

o

u

n

D

e

r

i

昀e

s

e

t

o

r

ܐ

ai

oi

ꘐe

ܐ

a

d

De

rstand

i

n

t

e

i

n

a܀

o

onati

t

a

i

l

s

r

s

٧�

̀

c

�

�

n

s

M

Y

�

e

s

i

l

i

a

r

s

i

t

n

A



o

o

u

怀

e

y

l

a

ٰ

i

t

t

e

n

a

t

u

re

i

n

ރ

c

i

o

n

a

e

d

e

m

t

i

i

r

n

g

u

a

g

u

a

n

d

e

s

A



e

d

o

t

n

a

o

o

e

y

䅀

g

u

o

r

i

n

t

蘖㘀

n

e

n

u

n

d

a

n

d

e

n

e

di

p

h

ጀ

p

a

u

a

d

ti

n

̀

h

e

䤀tݠ

ރ

o

̀

r

v

e

l

a

s

a

i

r

r

a

a

g

e

ރ

c

i

s

�ꀀ

n

̀

i

i

r

o

ጀ

r

n

d

r

v

e

l

a

m

h

a

s

晧

a

i

t

t

e

n

u

a

g

a

n

d

r

r

v

e

e

s

e

di

r

c

r

ڠ

va

o

n

匀

i

e

̀

܀

o

o as
y䅀guor

a
n

en
spe

e

andenge
d
i
d

The p
phase,

se
wr

deon
ara

p

and gr c
eseta堀 obnior
d茀 altural

t n

o aaedi a᐀ o ̀ ophase,Ȇ瀀 atAed o
as
agamd

and coesr e

ro
̀

rniLᜂ蠀a
茀

ae A
iin

si
wi hili

siꘐ ae
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https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-spanish-language-and-culture-course-overview.pdf?course=ap-spanish-language-and-culture


● Min. 8 students to run the course

The AP Chinese Language and Culture course in Mandarin Chinese emphasizes communication

(understanding and being understood by others) by applying interpersonal, interpretive, and

presentational skills in real-life situations. This includes vocabulary usage, language control,

communication strategies, and cultural awareness. The AP Chinese Language and Culture course strives

not to overemphasize grammatical accuracy at the expense of communication. To best facilitate the

study of language and culture, the course is taught almost exclusively in Chinese.

The AP Chinese Language and Culture course engages students in an exploration of culture in both

contemporary and historical contexts. The course develops students’ awareness and appreciation of

cultural products, (e.g., tools, books, music, laws, conventions, institutions); practices (patterns of social

interactions within a culture); and perspectives (values, attitudes, and assumptions).

DP Programme (G11-12) (For students without Native Language Proficiency)

DP English B HL - 1.0 ENG or ML credit

Prerequisites Grade 11:
● Grade 10 MYP English Language Acquisition Phase
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https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-chinese-language-and-culture-course-overview.pdf?course=ap-chinese-language-and-culture
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/lang-b-2018-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/lang-b-2018-en.pdf


where the use of register, style, rhet

https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/lang-b-2018-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/lang-ab-initio-2018-en.pdf


● Spanish 2: MYP Spanish Phase 1 or 2A
● Spanish 3: MYP Spanish Phase 2B or higher
● Placement test and teacher recommendation

Spanish 1 introduces students to the four basic language skills: listening comprehension, speaking,
reading, and writing, within a cultural context.
Spanish 2 furthers the study of grammar, vocabulary and cultures of Spanish speaking countries.
Students improve listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. Students begin to develop reading
comprehension skills through literature.
Spanish 3 furthers the study of grammar, vocabulary and cultures of Spanish Speaking countries.
Students improve listening, speaking, reading and writing skills. Students further develop reading
comprehension skills through literature, oral presentations and written exercises.

23



https://www.ibo.org/programmes/middle-years-programme/curriculum/individuals-and-societies/


https://www.ibo.org/programmes/middle-years-programme/curriculum/individuals-and-societies/
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-comparative-government-and-politics-course-overview.pdf


https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-human-geography-course-overview.pdf
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-microeconomics-course-overview.pdf?course=ap-microeconomics
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-macroeconomics-course-overview.pdf?course=ap-macroeconomics


The AP Psychology course introduces students to the systematic and scientific study of human behavior

and mental process@栀 @栀

c

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-psychology-course-overview.pdf?course=ap-psychology
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-psychology-course-a-glance.pdf
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-us-history-course-overview.pdf
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-world-history-modern-course-overview.pdf


https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/history-sl-2016-english-final-web-updated.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/history-hl-2016-english-final-web-updated.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/individuals-and-societies/history/
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/programme-information/dp/sl-economics-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/programme-information/dp/hl-economics-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/individuals-and-societies/economics/


https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/business-management-sl-subject-brief-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/business-management-hl-subject-brief-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/curriculum/individuals-and-societies/business-and-management/
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/psychology-sl-hl-2019-en.pdf


Stamford Economics - 1.0 credit SS credit







https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-biology-course-overview.pdf?course=ap-biology
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-environmental-science-course-overview.pdf?course=ap-environmental-science


AP Physics 1: Algebra-based is the equivalent of one semester of an introductory, algebra-based Physics

college course. Students cultivate their understanding of Physics through inquiry-based investigations as

they explore topics such as Newtonian mechanics (including rotational motion); work, energy, and power;

mechanical waves and sound; and introductory, simple circuits. LABORATORY REQUIREMENT: This course
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https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-physics-1-course-overview.pdf?course=ap-physics-1-algebra-based
https://secure-media.collegeboard.org/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-course-overviews/ap-physics-c-mechanics-course-overview.pdf
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-physics-c-electricity-and-magnetism-course-overview.pdf?course=ap-physics-c-electricity-and-magnetism
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-physics-c-electricity-and-magnetism-course-overview.pdf?course=ap-physics-c-electricity-and-magnetism
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-computer-science-principles-course-overview.pdf?course=ap-computer-science-principles
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-computer-science-a-course-overview.pdf


DP Biology SL/HL - 1.0 SCI credit

Prerequisites:
● HL Biology requires a grade of 5 in MYP 10 Science

● SL Biology recommends a grade of 4 in MYP 10 Science

● If requesting two HL Sciences, requires MYP 10 Science grade of 6

Through the study of molecular biology, genetics, ecology, evolution, and physiology, students will

understand the structure and function of living things at all levels of complexity and will appreciate the

nature of science. The selection of an additional option allows teachers some flexibility to tailor the course

to meet the needs of their students. Students will be required to complete a range of tests and

assignments, a specified number of laboratory hours, one externally moderated ten-hour investigation of

their choice, and three mandatory externally assessed exams that will demonstrate mastery of the above

content outcomes, concepts and skills. The study of IBDP Biology will formalize students’ understanding of

the major concepts of change, relationships and systems in experimental science. Students who complete

this course will be able to clearly demonstrate an understanding of the content covered, will be proficient

in the use of an appropriate range of lab techniques and equipment, will be able to successfully undertake

independent primary and/or secondary research tasks (including database sources), will understand the

limits of scientific knowledge, and will be able to describe the ways that science and society interact.

DP Chemistry SL/HL - 1.0 SCI credit

Prerequisites:
● HL Chemistry requires a grade of 5 in MYP 10 Science

● SL Chemistry recommends a grade of 4 in MYP 10 Science

● If requesting two HL Sciences, requires MYP 10 Science grade of 6
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https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/biologysl2016englishw.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/biologyhl2016englishw.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/chemistrysl2016englishw.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/chemistryhl2016englishw.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/physicssl2016englishw.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/physicshl2016englishw.pdf


● If requesting two HL Sciences, requires MYP 10 Science grade of 6

Through the s

https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/designtechsl2016englishw.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/designtechhl2016englishw.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/sports-exercise-and-health-science-sl-hl-2017-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/sports-exercise-and-health-science-sl-hl-2017-en.pdf






Mathematics

Grade 9 Grade 10
Grade
11, 12

Middle Years
Programme

Middle Years
Programme



MYP Integrated Mathematics 10 (Standard, Extended) - 1.0 MATH credit

PrereqP

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-precalculus/course


● Unit 4: Functions Involving Parameters, Vectors, and Matrices

AP Calculus AB - 1.0 MATH credit

Prerequisites:
● A score of 3 in AP PreCalculus

● A score of 5 in Grade 11 DP Mathematics AI HL

● A score of 4 in Grade 11 DP Mathematics AA HL/SL

AP Calculus AB is equivalent to a first

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-calculus-ab-course-overview.pdf
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-calculus-bc-course-overview.pdf?course=ap-calculus-bc
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/pdf/ap-statistics-course-overview.pdf


DP Programme (G11-12)

DP Mathe鍳

https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/subject-brief-dp-math-analysis-and-approaches-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/subject-brief-dp-math-applications-and-interpretations-en.pdf
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/prospective-students/undergraduate/application/requirements/international-baccalaureate


This course focuses on the mathematics involved in making wise consumer decisions. Students explore the

many ways in which mathematics affects their daily lives. The first semester will cover paychecks and

wages, taxes, insurance, budgets, bank accounts, credit cards, interest calculations, and comparison

shopping. Second semester topics include vehicle and home purchasing, investing, and business and

employee management.

Stamford Advanced Algebra with Integrated Geometry - 1.0 MATH credit

Prerequisiteq





MYPs hΐPs

https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/theatre-subject-brief-sl-hl-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/visualartssl2016englishw.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/visualartshl2016englishw.pdf


proj

https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/programme-information/dp/dp---brief---music---2020---eng.pdf
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1kSnVSJZyBm1hi1ICqUqvHfQyTisXMXxGE3Yskg5ILAw/edit
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-international-level-3/art-and-design.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-mit-9gArA&t=1s
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-international-level-3/performing-arts.html#%2Ftab-FoundationDiploma
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1si4GINLNAWnFMH95q-X6cfI4Qc8saH2HYF0Yw0NfnnE/present?slide=id.p


them. The Diploma has been designed for learners who wish to pursue a career in music via higher
education, to access graduate entry employment.

Stamford Arts (G11-12)

Stamford Art Foundation 1/2 - 1.0 ARTS credit

Prerequisites:
● Art Foundation 1: Successful completion of MYP Visual Arts

● Art Foundation 2: Successful completion of Art Foundation 1

This is a practical based art course. Assessment is 75% process and 25% final artwork. Process covers
things like experimentation, planning, practice and working with feedback to improve work. Students are
expected to complete an artwork for each unit.

Students will need to present their best work at the end of the course. To read more about the Visual Art
choices and their differences, please click here

Stamford Public Speaking - 1.0 ARTS or ENG or SS credit

Prerequisites:
● Successful completion of Grade 10 English, MYP Theatre or MYP Individuals and Societies

● Grade 11 Humanities or Language and Literature

This class allows students to create and deliver speeches for a multitude of purposes: informative,
persuasive, entertainment. Students will learn to identify the social, cultural and non-verbal aspects of
communication and will develop original thought and researepcseְ d ex

reasion,and:ci�ideedaŘtitud

to

presentspeechesgte:eЀא riefy of s hes pr
bprnd

or e႙tommnr
nboe.s⠀ythe endof eachstudents

wil

oveeaumB脀 ylomm�쀀 r
unities

top �ihetheir spmrkingandl
utnniuk.

Tch courڠ swil 

covterkiiss

ofaspeeches�t�쀀 rking withkl nte
pretove

thYP m倀ivingionto informatiheandpersuasiv�. Tc 
courڠ s willnf

ces
eachun�ꀀ o teclanguagechoicn preseucatioǹ oion andmmifyrp�tpr�耀:andoheof digrtc儭
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-international-level-3/music.html#%2Ftab-ExtendedDiploma
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1nkZ9N6R2QRqFpLslPN6ZPLwLBCQuXMWVov5KcbKB92c/edit#slide=id.gdeefd4747e_0_1169




and communicate information. Students have the opportunity to sit for the MYP Design Certificate by

completing the IBO eAssessment from January to March. Prior to that, students undertake a project that

relates to the development

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1kSnVSJZyBm1hi1ICqUqvHfQyTisXMXxGE3Yskg5ILAw/edit
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-international-level-3/art-and-design.html


Stamford Video Production - 1.0 ARTS credit and 1.0 ELE credit

Prerequisites: At least 8 students enrolled for the course to run.

This course will teach students the basics of phj





https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/sports-exercise-and-health-science-sl-hl-2017-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/sports-exercise-and-health-science-sl-hl-2017-en.pdf


○ Metacognitive skills to understand self amidst problem solving and conflict resolution
○ Be agents in their own safety, and proactively and systematically manage risk without

prompting
○ Demonstrate understanding of

oՒ嘰
of



https://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/recognition/core-tok-2022-en.pdf


● five knowledge areas: na

https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/extended-essay-brief-2016-en.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/contentassets/5895a05412144fe890312bad52b17044/cas-2016-english-1st-final-web.pdf



